
James Connolly rightfully deserves better company 
1916 Easter Uprising 

 
Silence in the face of treachery and betrayal is unforgiveable. To guard and treasure the 
legacy and to honor the ultimate sacrifices of our fighters and peoples’ heroes is to not stand 
silently by while their memory is insulted. 
 

James Connolly would never have 
conspired with the Governor of NY to help 
him undermine the efforts of LIRR 
workers to obtain a fair contract - John 
Samuelsen did that, and all informed 
observers in the NY labor movement 
know it! Just days before the LIRR unions 
were to appear before a federal mediation 
panel where they were widely expected to 
win a 17% plus raise against the effort of 
Cuomo and his MTA, Cuomo's office got 
together with John Samuelsen to purposely 
attempt to establish a much lower pattern 
amounting to less than 1/2 of that 17%. 
This was a deliberate attempt to 
undermine the efforts of the LIRR unions 
to secure over 17% raises. Samuelsen 
knew it, and signed up to do Gov. 
Cuomo’s dirty work.   
 
James Connolly would also not have 
agreed to operate as the hatchet man for 
that same Governor, Andrew Cuomo, in 
his efforts to undermine NY's mayor Bill 
De Blasio by taking out full page adds in 
NY's dailies targeting and blaming De 
Blasio for the MTA's budget woes, when it 
is Cuomo himself who primarily funds and 
directly runs the MTA. But that's what 
John Samuelsen did, publicly - and all 
informed observers in NY know this and 
know that John Samuelsen was 
exclusively carrying Gov. Cuomo's water!  
 
That's what everyone knows. Here are 
some of the things that most people don't 
know about John Samuelsen, which James 
Connolly would never have done and in 
fact, would have taken a bullet before 
lowering himself to such a level:  
 
TWU Local 100’s recent legacy is rooted 
in the historic Dec 2005 NYC Transit 
Strike, which struck a blow for the entire 
labor movement. What many people                

don’t know, is that Mr John Samuelsen 
has spent over the last 10 years of his life 
attacking the very legacy of that strike.  In 
fact, Mr Samuelsen organized to boycott 
all transit workers actions in the lead up 
to the historic Dec 2005 NYC Transit 
strike. During the strike, he worked to 
undermine the strike itself. And after the 
strike, he worked hard to discourage 
transit workers from paying dues to the 
Union when the courts stopped automatic 
dues checkoff as punishment for the strike. 
John Samuelsen preferred to see his own 
Union paralyzed, crippled and weakened 
in order to 
advance his 
personal 
political career 
inside it and 
run it himself.  
Never mind 
that the 
enemies of 
labor wanted a 
defeated union in order to discourage 
militant action in the labor movement as a 
whole. That's what John Samuelsen did. 
Would James Connolly ever be associated 
with such? Not on his dear life! 
 
The brave and legendary Easter uprising 
of 1916 and its heroic leaders, most 
notably among them - James Connolly - 
deserve better company. In fact, to have 
John Samuelsen speak in their name is a 
grave insult and injustice to their 
memories.   

For further details visit: 
 ‘Transit Strike’ on face book, and 

2005nyctransitstrike@wordpress.com 
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